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"CERTAIN: 


ART I EE #: 8. 


Propoſed WH .. 42 


Cog E of the Court of 1s 
Aſſiſtants of the worſhipful Com- | | 
pany of the Salters, relative 10 the, 
Application of a Methodiſt for their | 
Votes and Intereſt, in Order to his 5 
Being promoted to the Tueſday” D 
: Lectureſbip at St. Dunſtan's in the 

Eaſt, ar preſent in the Poſſeſſion of 

the Revd. Mr. B——n, be being 

fill alive, and by God s Favour 


likel 2 70 e to live. 


5 


. GenTL EMEN, ty aq 7 
/ A S it is pretty de het moſt, if not: 


* 


all of you have been applied to, for 
the Purpoſe above- mentioned, and 
ſome of you may perhaps, have unwarily pro- 4 
miſed your Votes to an avowed Methods/t, | 4 
who by a ffrange Connivance continues to = 
act as Curate in a Village near Lo DON: T. 1 
beg et as a Perſon e e both for your | 1 
Honour, | 'Y 


| 


8 "Fe. TOY 


8 and the publick Good, | to addreſs you, 


as I conceive you will act, in one or other of 


the following — and to call __ 


5 cicher. |} ©). ＋ F. 


93. 


Firſt. As Members of the eflabliſhed : 
Church, e 


Or Secendly, As Chriſtians of Nee Deno- | 
mination or orher, : 


Or 7. birdly, As People « concerned for the 
Honour of God, 


Or Fourthly, A; good Subjects to the Sec 


Or Fifthly, As Men of common Prudence, X 


to attend to the following Articles, which I 
ſhall propoſe. to Four Conſideration. ö rin 
Ax r. I. If you orare-Memthrs uf the Church 
of England, conſider, Fir. 


How you can conſiſtently with that Pro- 
feſſion be concerned in promoting a Perſon 
to a Place in the Church, whoſe whole Mi- 
niſtry is an open and avowed Oppoſition, to 


one of the fundamental Ae of our Re- 


_ 5 | . . 


For the zoth Article . declares — 
& that it is not lawful for the Church to vo Wal 
* any Thing, that is contrary to God's Word 
u dritten, neither may it ſo expound: one 


85 Place of Scripture, that it be ä to 


« ate 


2 L.8˙I |; 
« anatbtr" —.—And yer it is Hocorious, that I 
the Method. 5 under the Maſt of being true 4 
Sons to the Chureh, do ever explain the Word 3 
Faith as it ſtands in * ſome of St. Paul's | D 
Writings, in a Manner fo different from the 2 
clear Declaration of St. James, as to make hy 
the Doctrine of one Apoltle a direct ne "_ Y 
Conttadiction to he crow i 

For I. 192 5 that G Faich with- 
« out Wor s is dead“. Ch. ii. 17. | 


Dr 


* 


i Nov Wis 18 Den! produces nothing, 

1 Therefore a Faith, that is dead, as it pro- 

duces nothing, cannot produce SALVATION : 
But St. James affirms, that a Faith without - 
Works is dead; therefore it is clearly St. 
James s Meaning, that a Faith without Works 
(that is, without Virtue and Menne can 
never produce Salvation. 


But the Methodifts ſs explain St. Pall in 

ſome obſcure Paſſages, as to affirm it to be { 

5 the Doctrine of Scripture, that a Man ſhall 3 
Z be ſaved by Faith alone, excluſive of good | "2 
1 Works; by which we mean Virtue and i 
MORALITY : : Therefore according to them, - , 

x . 2 ö Farrn 


by The E piſtles to PR 3 0 Galatians hw the Y 
Word Faith generally ſtands for the whole of the Chriſtian "A 
Religion, while the Word alane excludes only the Obſervati- | *4 
oh of Fewip Ceremonies : As the Word I ori, means not 4 
Works of Morality, but the ceremonial Part of Jewiſ Law, - 
This is a Key to the Whale, | NP 


1 
- Farrn alone, without VIRTruE and Mok A- 
LITY will produce SALVATION. Now this 
is a direct Contradiction to the Doctrine of St 
Jams, at the ſame Time that it is foto ex- 
pound one Place of Scripture, as to make it, 
-« repugnant to another”, And therefore an 
open and ſcandalous Oppoſition to the 2oth 
Article of the Church of England, open 1 ſay 
becauſe it is the perpetual Theme of the Me- 
chodiſts,---It is not only the Doctrine, which 
gives them the Opportunity of creeping into 
Houſes and of leading Captive, * they know 
whom: But it is alſo the tumultuous Sub- 
| jet of their publick Declamations, the old 
Leaven, which puts their Mobs in a F etment, 
and daily produces, as the Humours operate, 
their hollow Groang,, or inſolent Erms 
tions. 1 


It is evident how chat the whale” Minn 
of a Perſon /6 employed, is an open and avowed 
Oppoſition to one of the fundamental Articles 
of the Church of Ex AND; and therefore 

as Members of that Church you cannot con- 
ſiſtently be concerned in the Promotion of 
ſuch a Perſon. © . 


Nor Secondly, If y you are "LATE Chit ti. 
ans of any Denomination whatſoever. 


For confiiter, in that Character, if 1 
Religion of Chrift, or the Holy Scriptur-, 
which publiſhes that Religion, be charge«b'e 

7 10 11 


* 2 Tim. iii. 6 and 7. 


„ EE” 

-evith Contradiction:. what muſt be the 
- Conſequence ?- Why“ that this Religion 
ig not true For Truth is always uni form; 
and therefore we receive the Scripture as the 
uniform Word of God; becauſe by its being 
Uniform we think it true: But the Man that 
charges it with Contradiction, charges it with 
Falſhood. For not only every good Logician 
but every Man of good Segſe muſt know, 
| that one Side of a Contradiction muſt be 
falſe: And therefore he, who makes the 
- - Scripture contradict irſelf, charges it, in one 
Part, or other, with Falſnood. | 


Pray what could a Mabomedan, or Infidel, 
or the Devil himſelf do more than load it 
with Falſhood and Contradiction? 


Or what is there, that a Mabomedan, an 
Infidel, or the Devil himſelf would more re- 
Joice in? ae OP A Rae | 
Thoſe, who are Friends to the Goſpel of 
: Chriſt, endeavour to harmonize its Doctrines, 
and make the whole Scheme conſiſtent with 

itſelf, and at the ſame Time, conſiſtent with 
the Principles of right Reaſon. 


And to ſerve this good Purpoſe, tho' we 
allow, that there is no ſuch Thing as ab/olute 
Merit in the whole human Species, and that 
-all had been loſt Creatures without a Savi- 
our: Vet we muſt contend that there is com- 
farative Merit, Compariſon being made be- 

tween 


? 


183 


-tween Man and Man. Some Men iye better 


than others, and this Difference in the Beha vi- 
dur of Men is Virtue and Vice. It is blaſ- 
phemous to ſay, that Cod makes no Diſtinction 
betwern Virtue and Vice, or that he does not 
love Virtue and hate Vice. But, if he loye 
Virtue, there muſt be ſomething in Virtue 
naturally amiable, and: that is Merit, not ab- 
ſolute Merit indeed, but human Merit; Me- 
rit in one Man above another: Otherwiſe the 
Wicked would have as good a Title to Salva- 
tion as the Good: But our Saviour has ex- 
presſly declared, Not every one, that ſaith 
©« unto me Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the 
_ © Kingdom of Heaven, but he that doth the 
* Wül of my Father which is in Heaven. 
Mattb. vii. 21. And in another Place 
«© Matth. xvi. 27. The Son of Man (ball 
* come in the Glory of his Father with his 
“Angels, and then he ſhall reward evety 
Man according to his Works. 


1 
* 


What Blaſpbemy then and Impiety are thoſe 
Wretches guilty of, who in their diabolical 
Pbrenæy, dare to contradict our Seviour's Au- 
thority, and that too in a Paſſage: which 
comprehends ſuch an eſſential Article af Re- 
ligion, as the Judgment of the World ? Our 
Saviour e&preſsly declares the Works of 
Men to be the Ohe of his Judgment; the 
Matter of his Confideration, or Attention, be- 
fore he rewards or /aves them: Bur the Me- 
thodiſt, for the Perdition of the Souls wy” rt 


AJ 
„ 


19 
Followers, openly gives our Saviour the Lie, 
and ſays that the Works of Men are of no 
Confideration at all: This open Contradic- 
tion to the clear and expreſs Words of our 
Saviour is openly to blaſpheme the Name of 
Chriſt. Will you as Chriſtians of any Denom- 
_ ination encourage the open Blaſphemers 
of the Name of Cbriſt? If you will; yet 
ſurely you are perſwaded there is a God, and 
as People concerned for the Being and Honour 


of God, you ſhould confider. » 
Thirdly, That tho' our Saviour be of no 
Credit, or Authority with theſe People, if 
. ſet in Compefftion with their own Teacters ; 
or if he be of no perſonal Credit with the reſt 
of the World: Vet the Matter of che Doctrine 
| here advanced, concerning the Nature of a 
F future Judgment, is of ſuch Moment to all 
; Religion, that co contradict it deſtroys. the 
e's Attributes of God, and ruins his 
haracter as Fudge of the World. | 
LE For, I. If there be no Diſtinction between 
human Actions, or a Diſtinction of no Con- 
1 FF F/aderation, then there can be no ſuch Thing 
as Good, or Evil: and conſequentlyno Room 
for a future judgment at all. For where 
there is no Law broken, there is no Harm 
done; and therefore no Call for Judgment. 


- But Secondly, If there be a real Diſtinction | 
between Good and Evil; then to fay that 


c 


© : ” # 
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[10] 
God does not regard it, or take it into Con- | 
fideration, but rewards or puniſhes at ran- 
dom, is making him fo fooliſh as not to 
diſtinguiſh Vice from Virtue; or fo unjuſt 
as to prefer Vice before it; which Deficiency 


would render him quite unfit to be the Judge 
* the World. 


1 In . firſt Place 8 according to 
this Doctrine, we are to have no Judgment | 
of the World art all. 


In the next Caſe——God is repreſented as 
unfit to be that Fudge. 


Now if this be not downright Atheiſm, | 
I would be glad to know what is. Where 
fuch Doctrines are N it behoves you, 


Fourthly, to weigh well what you are 
about, leſt you ſhould be conſidered by the 
Stare, as MINS and aberting * Propaga- 
tion. 


ee that may be offenſive to GovRRN- 
MENT. Atbeiſin has been deemed a capital 
Crime, and Atheiſts in ſome Countries have 
been pur to Death, as Perſons very dange- 
rous to a State, at leaſt in the e of 
thoſe, who govern it. 


For you muſt know, that all wiſe Lows 
un, and good Magiſtrates, beſide that they 


reſent 


9 


11 
reſent the Diſhonour done to God, conſider 
the Propagation of Atheiſm as an Attempt 
to deſtroy their own Commonwealth. Be- 


| cauſe by releaſing Men from their natural 


Fears of a Deity, it diſcharges them from all 
moral Obligation ; makes Room for all Man- 
ner of Vice and Villainy; by which Means 
the Bands of Society are diſſolved, the Com- 
munity is forced to ſeparate; and the Magi- 
firates themſelves, when all Government is 
overturned, can in that Character ſubſiſt no 
longer. | 


You ſee then, that this Attempt muſt be 
conſidered as a Sort of 7. . er by Magi- 
ſtrates; becauſe it is an Attack upon them- 
ſelves: by ruining their Subjects it takes away 
their very Office; there being, as I obſerved, 


no Place for Governors in a Society quite 


diſſolute and abandoned. 


This then is the Conſequence of deſtroying 
the Morals of a State, by the Introduction 
of direct Atheiſm: And therefore to ſecure 
the Morals of their People, Magiſtrates make 
Uſe of that Inſtrument which we call Re- 
ligion, as being in their Opinion what will 
contribute moſt to harmonize and regulate 
Society, and produce Effects quite oppoſite 


to thoſe, which they dread from Atheiſm. 


But if any Form of Religion diſcourages 
Morality, it can be no Inſtrument for their 
| %% © 2 Ss 


1 12 * 
5 becauſe it does the Work of Acbheil m: 
And therefore they muſt be as much alarmed 
at the Introduction of ſuch a Religion, as at 
the Introduction of Atheiſm; and look upon 3 
it in the ſame Light, as it is attended with 
the ſame Conſequences. 


| Now then in this Place, once more con- 
ſider; whether as good Subjects of this Realm, 
you can openly be concerned in propagating 
a Doctrine, which not only ends in Atheiſm, 
when purſued to the Extent of it's Meaning, 
but which, if that Meaning be not ſo apparent 
El to the Vulgar, is yet conſidered by the Ma- 
| GISTRATE as nig the ſame Tendency. 


Theſe important Articles being firſt pro- 
poſed to your 1 I now appeal to 
you. | 


Fifthly, In zue laſt Character, I mentioned 
chat of Peophe of common Prudence. 3 


You muſk, imagine, thar ſome of 'the 
Government or Magiſtracy of the Realm, are 
by their Office concerned to. look to the 
Fulfilment,pr due Execution of all publick 
Truſts. For in all well regulated States, there 
are Qficers of one Denomination or another, 
appointed for this Purpoſe, and there are in 
all Placgs;fome Byftanders, to obſerve whe- 

ther fuck Puties be performed or not. 
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: Where there is a pal pable Failure, cheſs 
may be apt to call your Honour in Queſtion; 
and charge you with acting a very ungenerous 
Part, in accepting a Truſt, in Order to betray 
5 namely by putting into an Office, which 

ſhould be held by a Miniſter of the Church of 


„ EncLanp, an Enemy, who ſhall undermine 
„ not only the lega/ Eſtabliſhment of that 
g KF @Cburch, but alſo the very Foundations of alt 
, 3 Religion: : When at the fame Time, the 
„ Donor of this LECTURE, by the Terms of his 
R Will, expects from your Hands a Perſon, that 


ſhould defend and ſu * both the one and 
5 che other. 


| Theſe Accuſations or Mm of the 
to - Byſtanders may poſſibly be carried to the par- 

| ticular Magiſtrate, or Inſþefor, to whom the 
STATE has: committed the Regulation of 


ied ſuch Matters: Your Characters may then 
be ſubject to his Cenſure, as well as to the 
| Complaints of the Pzopre. For it is the 
the Duty of all Magiſtrates to take Care in their 
are ſeveral Departments of "wan we call, the 
the | Confitution. 4-38 
lick 15 
gere To prevent che Danger, thing may ariſe to 
her, it from the Admiſſion of ſuch as are given to 
ein ¶ change, or diſpoſed to be tumultuous, there 
the- are certain Qualifications required of all pub- 


lick Teachers, before they are by Law per- 
| Y mitted co ſpeak to the People. Every 
here b PREACHER . 


and ſuc 


141 | 
PrEACHER of the eſtabliſhed Church is to be 
licenſed by the Biſhop: And every Lecturer 


in particular, under the Seal of the Archbiſhop 


or 1 55 he is moreover to conform to ſuch 

Declarations and Subſcriptions, and 
bring with him LETTER Teſtimonial, 
wherein among other Things, it muſt be 
certified by Clergymen of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, That from their Perſonal Know- 
edge, he has never beld or publiſhed any 
Thing, but what the Church of England 
* approves of, and maintains“ — And what 
Ort bodo Clergymen will certify this of a 
Methoar ft? 


The Lord Biſhop of London in this Caſe - 
will be the eccleſiaſtical JuDGE'or INSPECTOR; 
and as his LorDsH1P has by no Means the 
Character of a Perſon, who is likely to betray 
the Intereſt of the Church, in which he pre- 
fides as Biſhop: Do you chink he will admit 
into the Ofjice of a LECTURER, an Office, 
which in this Metropolis has many Times 
been dangerous, a Peiſon of a Character ſo 
oppoſite, as that of Methodiſt to the Peace 
and Order of the eſtabliſhed Church, and ſo 
juſtly to be ſuſpected by thinking Men of ney 


other Form of Religion. 


7 


Vou have Reaſon then to apprehend that 
in the laſt Iſſue your Methodiſt Teacher may 
be rejected by the Biſhop; for which you your 
ſelves _y incur fome Cen/ure, for N 

him 


1 n % 24 me” Wore” 
* oy LIN ow ae Fes rg gs Cnr 4 


by 


En 

him with ſo ill a Choice. For which, per- 
haps the beſt Excuſe you can make will be, 
1 That you had unwarily promiſed an Ac- 
« quaintance, with whom, you had ſome 
« Dealings, or private Intereſt, that you 
« would, at all Adventures be ſerviceable to 
« ſuch a Perſon”. GENTLEMEN fhe care- 
leſs or ill Diſpoſal of Publick Places is theBane 
of this Kingdom. Conſider, therefore, whe- — 
ther there be ſuch an Obligation in this Pro- 
miſe, as ſhall compel you to be Partakers in 

Z the Guilr of doing this Kind of Publick 
Hurt. „ 


If at the Inſtance of a Friend, you had 

chanced to promiſe to lend a Sum of Money 

to a Brother Tradeſman, whom, upon En- 
quiry, you had found not to be quite ſo 

honeſt in his Principles, as you might expect 

at firſt, I believe, you would not be much 

inclined to ſtick to a Promiſe made thus upon 

42 falſe Suppoſition of a Man's 2 nor 

3 would your Friend, upon better Information, 

| | N it of you. — That Friend can with 

as little Reaſon require it here, and as it is a 

# Rule in Religion, 70 do as we would be done by, 

the PusLick have a Right to expect, thar 

you would do for them, what in the /ike Cir- 

cumſtances, you would do for yourſelves; 

that is, depart from a Promiſe 2 
made, and upon a very bad Foundation. 


That 
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That I have not preſumed too far, by /up- 
poſing it poſſible, chat to People in your Cafe 
this may be the Conduct of the preſent 
Biſhop of London, I leave you to judge for 
yourſelves, by ſhewing you in what Light te 

Doctrines and Practices of the Methodiſts }! 

| were conſidered by the late Biſhop Grb/on, 

the immediate Predeceſſor of your. preſent 
excellent Dzoceſan. | 


The great Preſervative of Religion (faid 
his Lordſhip) and of Order and Regularity. 
in the Exerciſe of it, is the Proviſion that is 
made for the Performance of Publick Offices 
by Perſons lawfully appointed within par- 
ticular Bounds and Diſtrits; and if theſe be 
broken down, nothing can follow but Diſ- 
order and Confuſion. This Nation, in the 
Time of our Forefathers, had ſufficient Ex- 
perience of the Miſchief and Contempt that 

may be brought upon Religion, by * 
Tongues and itching Ears; When the Holy 
Spirit was alledged, to ſanctiſy the greateſt 
Extravagancies and the moſt ridiculous Fan- 
cies; When the moſt ordinary Actions and 
Incidents of Life, were aſcribed to the Influ- - 
ences of the fame Spirit; When the Doc- 
trine of Juſtification by Faith alone was car- 
ried into an utter Excluſion of the Neceſſity 
of good Works, and, under that Notion, grew 
to be the Diſtinguiſhing Mark of a whole“ 


* Antinomians. "3 


i 
g 


C 17 1 FE 

ect; and When the Bounds of Order 0 | 

| Diſcipline were broken down, and the ſet- 

tled Miniſtries and Offices of the Church de- 

I priciated and brought into Contempt, as Diſ- 
23 n of a low and IE Nacure. 


= = The aiming at bigh Flights i in Religion, 
1 a depreciating the ordinary Methods of 
t maintaining and propagating it, looks ſpe- 
X cioufly, and will never want Admirers and 
Followers. But ſurely, an Endeavour to 


2 


3 - rniaiſe Religion to greater Heights and greater 
y Abſtractions from common Life, than Chriſt 
is and his Apoſtles made and defigned it, is at- 
es tended with miſchievous Conſequences; from 
. what Principle ſoever it proceeds, or with 
de what Degrees of Zeal ſoever it may be ac- 


7 


companied. Some it draws from their proper 
he © Buſineſs, which God has required 2 — 
x- tend, and hears them by Degrees into a Kind 
of religious Frenzy, and dom fails to lead 
them into ſpiritual Pride — an in ward Con- 
tempt of the Generality of their Fellow- 
3 Chriſtians, as of a /ow Size in Religion, com- 
pared with themſelves; And others are natu- 
rally ledby it, to think it impoſſible for them to 
a ttain thoſe Heigbts in which Religion is made 
co conſiſt, and to give over all Thoughts of 
being religious at all. With this latter View 
3 it was, that a zealous Advocate for Infidelity, 
ſome Years ſince, made it his Buſineſs to bes 
preſent Chriſtianity, and the Duties of it, as 
of ſuch an exalted Nature, as might diſcou- 


C rage . 
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tage the Generality of People from aiming 
at it, or thinking of it; in order to perſuade 
them to take the ſame free and unreſtrained 
Enjoyment of this World, that he _— 
Was known to do. Wesens nothing 
more certain, than that the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion is calculated for common Life, for Low 
as well as High, for Poor as well as Rich; 
and that (as I obſerved before) one great Part 
of the Exerciſe of Religion, is an honeſt and 
diligent Diſcharge of the Buſineſs of our 
ſeveral Stations; out of a Senſe of Duty to 
God who has placed us in them, and in the 
Hope of a future State of Happineſs which - 
he has promiſed as the Reward of our duti- 
ful Compliance with bis Appointment. , If 
it were otherwile, Chriſt would have intro- 
duced into the World a new Religion no 
ways ſuitable to the general Situation and 
Circumſtances of Mankind, and have re- 
quired ſuch a Coyle of Duty, as the greateſt 
Part of them are in no Condition to diletmrge: | 


There is a remarkable: Paſſage in a late 
Journal, which ſeems to carry in it a greac 
deal of that Kind of Diſcouragement, which 
I have been ſpeaking of. Ir is Word for 
Word as follows: ; 


« I write this, to foe bow fs ds 
yi may 0, and yy know nothing of Jeſus 
cc Chriſt 


(| 19:]" 
Chriſt: + Behold here was one who con- 
a ſtantly attended on the Means of Grace, 
d „ exact in his Morals, humane and courteous 
1f in his Coaverſation, Who gave much in 


* 


* 


2 | g 


is <© Alms, was frequent in private Duties; and 
5 « yet, till about fix Weeks ago, as deſtitute 
W % of any ſaving experimental Knowledge of 
hs ce Jeſus Chriſt,” as choſe on whom his Name 
— K. was never called, aud who'ſtill fit in Dark- 
nd 4 neſs and the Shadow of Death.” 

to How it could be, that a profeſſed Chriſtian 


who conſtantly attended the Means of Grace, 
and was frequent in private Duties, did, all 
that while, naw nothing af. Feſus Chrift, 1s) 
beyond my Comprehenſtom And I am 
ro- much at a Loſs to underſtand, what was that 
no aving experimental Knowledge af Jeſus Chriſt, 
and for want of which he could only be reckoned 
te- among Heatbens and Infidels. We ought alſo 
reſt to have been acquainted with the Cireum- 
re. | ſtances of the. /udden Illumination, by which 
that Knowledge is ſuppoſed to have been 
late conveyed; to enable us to judge to what 
rear Cauſe or Inſuence it oughi to be: aſcribed, 
hich There is no Doubt, but God, when he pleaſes, 
for can work upon the Minds of Men by extra- 
ordinary Influences; but ſo long as there is 
no Tefimomy of their being the immediate 
Work of God; but the wholereſts, in tbisand 
other like Caſes, upon the Imagination and 
Perſuaſion of the Perſon ar Perſons concern- 


+ Journ. III. p. 81, $2. * Mr. Sexvard, 


6 


* 


both unqueſtionable; and the third, that the 


[ 20˙0 | 
ed; Others who cannot ſee the Heart nor the 
inward Operations upon it, muſt be excu- 
ſed, if they conſider it as Ent huſiaſm and De- 
lufion, till they ſee reaſonable - Grounds for 
conſidering i it n er Light. 11 


This Caſe may * to bear fads Raum- 
blame to the Converſion of Cornelius as re- 
corded in the Acts of the Apoſtles, but dif- 
fers from it in three important Points; the 


firſt, that we are there my certain, becauſethe 


Scripture hasexpreſly told us, that the whole 
Affair of conveying the Knowledge of Jeſus 
Chriſt to Cornelius, was ordered: and carried: 


on, under the — and Guid- 


ance of God; dhe ſecond, that the Perſon 

whoſe M iniſtry God was pleaſed to make uſe 
of, was St. Peter, an Apoſtle of Chriſt, and 
whoſe divine Miſſion and Inſpiration were 


Conveyance of 'the Holy Ghoſt was teſtified: 
by an outward and ſenſible e en ie þ 
ns 2 of ah guts. gl 10 N 41157 


In 


\ Theſe. are Things, which 1 ee pro- 
per to be laid befote you r this Time, as well 
in Diſcharge of my 'own Duty, as out of a 


hearty Concern for your Safety in the great 
Affair of your Souls. And as I doubt not 


but you will conſider them with all the At- 
tention and Impartiality which Matters of 
that great Import uner deſerve, ſo J ſhall not 


fail to make it my earneſt One to tha 
that 


» + 
4 
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e 
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ne | that be will be graciouſly pleaſed to preſerve 
u- you from all Error, and particularly, frum 
e- the two dangerous Extremes, of Lukewarm- 
or neſs, on one Hand, and Hr:thigia/m on the 
= other. To, his-Blefſing and erke, 
Th commence rr geen $ 
n- 1 8 4 
880 n Razz. Hinte 

_— . Nds 
the 4 ahn t ec 3 45 Kas, 13 
the Y 3 
ole 8 ſüch a . as this, I ſhould: 


JF think Gentlemen,..that you bave a Right to 
' down back your Liberty of Choice, and to 
1 your Independence. But if this 

cannot be done: Providence, I hope, will not 
wanting to diſappoint the Arts and 
Shave of a crafty Enthufiaſt,. and deliver 
from preſent 3 V 
preſerving de Life 4 of Mr. B—n. TH 


1 am, : 


Ws Surren, 5 

— 11 With "maſt 2 Regard, 
well | 

A Mur bearty well wiſher, T 

x Taal Ad bumble Servant, 
At- 5 2 : CR 3 . 
rs of E: | * 4, Fo | | Joux F xk. . 
not | | 
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- As the Aut bor foreſees, that the Self /af-" 
feeiency and Ignorance of many of the low 
People among the Met bodiſi: may prompt 
them to ſhew their Skill in Divinity, and 
change a Word with him upon this Occaſion: 
To ſave theſe Gentlemen a needleſs Trouble, 
he thinks proper to DECLARE ; that if either 


of the Mr. Weſteys, who till paſs. under that 


enomination, have any Exception to make 
to what is here advanced, provided thoſe Ex- 
ceptions be drawn up, as he has ſet the Ex- 


ample, in as ſhort a Compaſs as the Nature 
Oontroverſj) will admit, the Manner, in 


which; all-viſe and good People would chooſe 
to manage a Religious Diſpute ; he will reply 
to thoſe: ObjeEions, ' appearing under zherr 


Name and acknowtedged to be theirs, as fairly: 


and candidly as they can expect it from any 
Man differing in Opinion from themſelves: 
But for the Reſt of the, Combatants now | 
ready to run a Tilt, as he thinks it much bet- 
ter for them to ſtick to their ſeveral Trades, 
be reſerves to himſelf the Liberty of judging; 
how far it may he decent for him, to concern 
himſelf with ſuch Antagoniſts, even tho they 
ſhould fet their Names to their Per form- 
ances: And if he K them over in profound 
Silence, the Publick may conclude, that he 
thinks them entirely beneath his Notice: And 
3 A | i far 


© | forthe PropritpofthisbisCondudt, he will 


ſubmit to the Judgment of any able Divines, 
who are regular in their Way, tho they 
2 chance to be-of a different Perſwaſion from 


! 
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